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many social issues relating to minorities and civil liberties 
(e.g., rights for lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgender 
people; access to birth control and abortions; and voter reg-
istration laws) (Gilbert 2011; Kerbo 2008).

Money also influences who can run successful cam-
paigns. For example, during the 2012 congressional elec-
tions, the average candidate running for a position in the 
House of Representatives or the Senate spent, respectively, 
$660,540 and $2,738,385. During the presidential cam-
paign of 2012, President Obama and Mitt Romney (along 
with their allies) raised approximately a billion dollars 
each. This contributes to the fact that those with more 
money, who can help support such campaigns, also have 
more influence in elections (Center for Responsive Politics 
2012a, 2012b, 2015; King 2012).

Status Inconsistency.  Some people experience high 
status on one trait, especially a trait achieved through edu-
cation and hard work, but may experience low standing in 
another area. For example, a professor may have high 
prestige but low income. Max Weber called this uneven-
ness in one’s social standing status inconsistency. In soci-
eties with high levels of racism and sexism, racial 
minorities and women in high-status positions experience 
status inconsistency. If their lowest ascribed status is 
treated as most important, they are likely to experience 
discontent with the current system and become more lib-
eral in political views (Weber 1946).

Life experiences such as hunger, the unnecessary early 
death of family members, or the pain of seeing one’s child 
denied opportunities are all experienced at the micro level, but 
their causes are usually rooted in events and actions at other 
levels of the social world. This brings us to our next question: 
Can an individual move up or down in a stratification system?

Thinking Sociologically
Describe your own lifestyle and life chances. How 
do these relate to your socialization experience and 
your family’s position in the stratification system? 
What difference do they make in your life today and 
for what you think you will accomplish in the future? 
What can you do to improve your life chances?

SOCIAL MOBILITY: THE 
MICRO–MESO 
CONNECTION
The LeBron Jameses and Peyton Mannings of the world 
make millions of dollars—at least for the duration of their 

playing careers. For professionals in the world of sport, 
each hoop, goal, or touchdown throw is worth thousands 
of dollars. These riches give hope to those in rags that if 
they “play hard,” they too may be on the field or court 
making millions. The problem is that the chances of mak-
ing it big are so small that such hopes are some of the cru-
elest hoaxes perpetrated on poor young African Americans 
and others in the lower or working class today. It is a false 
promise to think of sports as the road to wealth when 
chances of success are extremely limited (Dufur and 
Feinberg 2007; Edwards 2000; Hattery and Smith 2012).

Those few minority athletes who do “make it big” and 
become models for young people tend to experience stack-
ing, holding certain limited positions in a sport. Moreover, 
those young players who make it into the major leagues 
may have done so by going in right after high school or 
leaving college after a single year. This thwarts their post-
athletic career opportunities. When retired from playing, 
few Black athletes rise in the administrative hierarchy in 
the sports of football and baseball. (Basketball has a better 
record of hiring Black coaches and managers.) If young 
people put all of their hopes and energies into developing 
their muscles and physical skills, they may lose the possi-
bility of moving up in the social class system, which 
requires developing their minds and technical skills.

This young street basketball player has dreams of glory on 
the courts. Despite many grand hoop dreams, few experience 
dramatic social mobility through sports.
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